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(onial government was withdrawn on August 15, 1947, political liberalism,
471 of the British persuasion, continued to be a powerful intellectual force,
aal . of the political system. At a pivotal moment in India's history, when
%ﬁ&% the British left behind was valuable to the country's new ruling
e « was maybe the only choice open to the nationalists. Therefore, the
e st miade an ideological decision that essentially eliminated the possibility
o an alternative, possibly as a result of the pressing circumstances.

i 08 emocracy, and colonialism appear to have been the three main
N fiuences on Indian politics, Therefore, even after decolonization,

dgologicd " ot A i ; e
- prstandi indian politics requires an understanding of the colonial, nationa

_, gﬁ%&&&nﬁh&&&«u&%&‘i%gag. the researcher
i 4 10 delve deep into the emergence and the shaping of Indian Politics. The
ﬂ‘agﬁgﬁug«%agmgg.?a Congress party
i P e parties in the fivst-party system (1952-1967). In several states,

o tion tthe Congress party emerged during the following phase, which led

s the polarization &&ﬁgg,:&q&&. ._._H.Eaamnu saw the |
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sdministration €lic ared independence. Those ssoﬂg in
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sutside the Congress fold o%om& the continuation of the colonial mv\masj
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sovernance, bul Nehru and his colleagu g : o
S India’s history: when the administration the British left behing
was valuable to the counl ower, It ,Mmm :._m.v%m _Em.o:_v\ choice opg,
SR ; i iade an 1deolo &
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: onalism, democracy, and colonialism appear,
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afier decolonization, understanding Indian politics requires an understanding of
to remcmber WO things. First of all, .am%:m the fact %mﬁ. nationalism and
colonialism are unquestionably at odds with one another, there 15 10 denying that
tionalism to develop as a potent ideology
that helped the colonized express their VIEWS. F
2 steady process of democratization by progressively integrating individuals who
s the foreign government. Carefully chosen Indian
interests were granted some degree of representation by the colonial state. There
is no denying that colonial practices are the source of the governance habits of the
India. Furthermore, its "two-track tradition" of protest and
participation, s well as the rule of law, bureaucracy, citizenship, par& i
landlords, and contemporary political institutions, ar€ all rooted in "the M
ntimate enemy
”MQES the %.VBEmﬁ.m perceived the virtues of being dominated as & I s
uam_m:n.am their own _n..ﬁnaa. These two factors, combined with ao_%;__w_%nw
ty to adapt to shifting sociopolitical conditions, account for the 1€
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Beneal and Punjab after the British decl
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ility of finding an alternative, possibly as a regy;
of the pressing circumstances. Nati
the colonial, nationalist, and democratic articulation of the political. It is important
the former created the conditions for na
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harbored positive VIEWS toward
vomrnaoam_ state In
sitlc
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< Shapidg of the Party System i India

W hile political parties do have thewr own internal structures, party systems:
o outan (heme Naie ey aie slements or parts of the system, modificaions (o
« walem will inevilably have an impact on the clements. It is widely
Lo ledged that since s inception, the Indian party system has undergone at
. ow changes. The Congresa pasty dominated other pasties i the first-party
i (1922~ 1907), winaing both nationally and m the majority of states, cammng
e infanous moniker Congress sysiem, In several states, opposition to the
ougrens party cmciged during the following phase, which led to the pelanzation

o stale party sysiems. (1967-39), The non-Congress oppesition parties began. (o
L J glealer peiceniage of seats and vote shares while the Congress kept winning.

Ja.a hational level.

The thind stage saw the cmergence of the pest-Comgress pelity, a
-ompetitive multiparty system that lasted from 1989 to 2014 and in which the
_oagress lost its position as the main national player. Since ne party could win a

sty on its own during this time, coalition governments were formed at the

‘aderal level. o ,;.{
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[n contrast tO other mnaco&o:&, India has experienced a high number of
_‘Ezam SECmroE its democratic history. It is estimated that following
p0 . ndependence in GN‘G“ more than 200 parties were founded. Additionally,
:@ . 10 the Election Commission of India's current publication report dated

omber 23, 2021, there were 2858 registered parties nationwide, including 9

t . .
5P al parties, 54 state parties, and 2796 unrecognized parties operating in the

The Shaping of the Party System in India

while political parties do have their own internal structures, party systems
, contain them. Since they are elements or parts of the system, modifications to
he system will EWSSEV\ . rmé. an impact on the elements. It is widely
m%:oé_@am& that since its inception, the Indian party system has undergone at
jeast four changes. The Congress party dominated other parties in the first-party
systenm (1952-1967), g both nationally and in the majority of states, earning
it the infamous moniker Congress system. In several states, opposition to the
Congress party emerged during the following phase, which led to the polarization
of state party systems (1967-89). The non-Congress opposition parties began to
gain a greater percentage of seats and vote shares while the Congress kept winning

ona national level.

als

The third stage saw the emergence of the post-Congress polity, a
competitive multiparty system that lasted from 1989 to 2014 and in which the
Congress lost its position as the main national player. Since no party could win a
majority on its own during this time, coalition governments were formed at the
federal level. During this phase, state-based parties gained more clout in the states
and at the federal level. The creation of the BJP as a single-party majority in 2014
marked the beginning of the current party system. It was evident that India had
entered the second phase of its second-dominant party system, centered around the
BJP, given the party's two consecutive victories in 2019 and growing influence. It
appears that the median has moved so far to the right that the opposition has

become either colorblind or silent in terms of strategy and tactics.
The Kinds of Party Systems in the World

There are three kinds of party systems in the world:

» The One-party System: The one-party system in which only one-party
rules and no opposition party is permitted. The Soviet Union was an

example of one-party system.
» The Two-party System: Two

exist. For example, the Republic
States.

-party system on which two major parties
ans and the Democrats in the United
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Types of Political Parties

cqmmsiom volunt People

ary associations or groupg of
vho aim to advance national interests ang seek 1, i
() (

Political parties arc Ol
similar political beliefs ¥ :
power through constitutional means.
Today's democratic states have four di
ative Parties: Conservative partics that believe in Statug.
g,

’ﬁ:\e

fferent kinds of political partjes

» Conserv

> Liberal Parties: Liberal parti
the current structures.
Radical Parties: Radical parties that seek to topple the curreny insti tug
in order to establish a new one. 0ng

> Reactionary Parties: Parties that support the outdated political apg 80
. - ’ ! P SVCL(.
economic structures are known as reactionary. )

es committed to transforming anq ref
My
4

Ideologies are also used to categorize political parties. Political scientjgs have
positioned conservative and reactionary partics on the right, liberal ang :.::%
parties in the centre, and radical parties on the left. In India, CPI and CPM uw,
examples of leftist parties, Congress of centrist partics and the BJP is an oxm_g_“
of rightist parties.

The General attributes of Modern Indian Political Thought
The general attributes of contemporary Indian political thought are listed beloy:

» Considering the Diversity of India: The diversity of India was als
represented in the ideas of contemporary Indian political theorists, They
represented a variety of backgrounds (caste, language, region, etc.) and
used their opinions to share their personal experiences, The primary goal
for the .5&»: populace, who had been a sophisticated civilization prior to
the arrival of colonialism, was to overthrow and subdue the foreign
overlords. As a result, an anti-colonial nationalism emerged, which s stil
the basis of contemporary Indian political theory even though it was

mwﬂwoc& and organized differently by various intellectuals at different

2 __u”“m.m.“_s“_o:__” Pre-British Political Thought: Contemporary Indiat
body of awws.m. g m.__.mo obliged to interact with the rich and varied
Indian %_.”. ritish political thought. The foundation of contempory

political philosophy is the country's ancient civilization and i1
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y 10 accept ideas and elements from other countries that were

P 1_:. : -
..;:.cg:cog through numerous invasions.
in

al Perspective: In contrast to their Western counterparts, such as
Hegel, T [. Green, and John Locke, the majority of contemporary Indian

Jlitical philosophers were not systemic political philosophers. They were
P of social and political activists who either actively opposed the
gritish or actively engaged Eoi E conversation in an effort to &ﬁmmm
(heir society. AS a result, no significant political treatises such as Zia
Barani's Fatwa-i-Jahanadari or Kautilya's Artha Shastra were wnitien

Juring this time.

_:.»:.:n

_:s_.r.

The impact of global events: World events at that time also had an impact
on contemporary Indian political philosophers. They were influenced by
the rise of nationalism in Europe, which was demonstrated by events such
as the unification of Germany under Bismarck and the unification of Jtaly
known as the risorgimento, or rebirth in Italian. An important part of the
unification of Italy was played by Giuseppe Mazzini and Giuseppe
Garibaldi. Savarkar, Nehru, and Gandhi were impacted by Mazzini's
theories. The defeat of Russia in 1905 by Japan, an Asian power, Was
another global event that motivated Indian freedom fighters. Gandhi and
Nehru thought that Asians would develop self-respect and the conviction
that they could overcome European powers as a result of Japan's victory.
The leaders of India were more determined to oppose the British mn the
1920s as a result of the Irish people's successful resistance movement.
Anti-colonial movements in Asia and Africa were sparked by the 1916
Easter Uprising in Ireland against the British. In 1916, V V Gin. who
would go on to become President of India, was studying in Ireland. He
subsequently claimed to have felt a total sense of identification with the
Irish cause. The Irish Home Rule Movement served as an inspiration for
the Indian Home Rule Movement. While the Quit India movement was
started during the Second World War, the Non-Cooperation movement
and the Khilafat movements originated in India during the First World
War. The interwar Great Depression revealed the economic susceptibility
of the colonial powers, including the British. The American, French, and
Russian revolutions are among the other significant world events that
influenced contemporary Indian political philosophers. While the French
Revolution popularized the concepts of liberty, equality, and fraternity, the
American Revolution demonstrated to the world that it was possible w
challenge and ultimately defeat British power. Socialist and communist
ideologies from the Russian Revolution drew many workers to the Indian
freedom movement. After India gained independence, the constitution
included many of these concepts.
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a political party

India's requirement for
ons to society in additi ;
on to its

in fact, has obligati

Any political party, i

are chosen by their fellow ciizens ::.a serve _.:,. “r cornerstones of any %S:. N

They must work for the good of society if they hope to be electeq ,_I:mwaoogné
Oygy. V.

The basic divisions that occur freq

be cager to assist others.

Up
Uentjy, M_: I
t

community are reflected in the political partics. :
2 . el N 1 . a

A political party's primary duties include the following:

» Contest the election.

» Introduce fresh programmes and policies.

» Introduce new legislation.

» The winning party establishes itself as the ruling party.

» They express the public's opinions.

A democratic nation cannot function without its political partjeg
responsibilities are essential to the efficient operation of a country. m:m:aw;g
the needs of their constituents are met is primarily the responsibility of the Qm thay
representatives. In a democracy, a political party 18 able to establish :ma_wgg

ang

strained in any way. China operates und
€ra

follow national laws. They are not con
priate in any democracy.

one-party system, which might not be appro

Both the United States and the United Kingdom are two-party Syste
But in one sense, India's multiparty system can be advantageous for a ooc:fsw.
a

diverse and multicultural as ours.

Conclusion

The modernization of Indian tradition, the challenges of nation-formation,
state formation, and economic development, as well as British colonial rule, were
the driving forces behind the emergence of modern political thought in E&w The
diversity of India is reflected in modern Indian political thought, which was
nmawrda more as a body of practical knowledge than a theory. The roots of
Bae.mmé_ and ancient Indian thought are also explored in contemporary Indian
vo__:om_ philosophy. It was composed of liberal reformers, conservatives,
humanists, social justice advocates, opponents of the caste system, socialists,
proponents of gender equality, Islamic thought, and political ideologies of Gandhi
and Nehru. Given that the majority of India's leadership was composed of elites,
modern Indian political thought tended to be elitist, and there were few attempts
to Mn/,\\w_ov and create a syncretic character in the ideas of humanists like Tagore
e e i
guaranteed India's partition in mfu _M i i 4 O .»%:m ip the
politics of South Asian states today. N
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