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A Study on Legislative Aspects and its Relevance in
pradication of Social Inequality and Poverty in India

Dr. Mahendra Pachadkar

Assistant Professor- Department of Business Law
Prahladrai Dalmia Lions College of Commerce and Economics

Affiliated to University of Mumbai.Sunder Nagar, Malad (West) Mumbai

Abstract

Although poverty and inequality are two distinct concepts, they are linked. Although
poverty is sometimes understood in absolute terms, it is actually better understood as the

inability to achieve a certain minimal standard of living when considered in the context of
“the possibilities and priorities of the relevant society. In this sense, there are many different
levels of poverty in terms of social and economic disparity teature. Additionally to
discrepancies in money and wealth, inequality also includes inequities in position, access,
and opportunity. Poverty is just one of the many negative effects ot inequality, yet cultures
with higher inequality are more susceptible to it. There is growing attention to human i ghts
in debates on economic inequality. But international human rights law is playing an increasing
role in addressing economic polarization. Those concerned about inequality should consider
how, especially over the past 25 years, the principles of socioeconomic rights have been
clarified by courts and other human rights mechanisms. Human rights law also guarantees
rights, including to education, healthcare and social security, that have redistributive potential
and so have the potential to mitigate inequality. The present paper seeks to evaluate the

nature of human rights and legal issues 1n terms of eradicating social inequality and poverty
In India.

Keywords: Human rights, natural laws, economic disparity, social inequality.
Introduction

India experienced extreme poverty during the colonial era in the 18th, 19th, and early
20th centuries; even after independence in 1960, the country’s estimated poverty rate was
39%. India is currently a developed nation with better conditions than it formerly hafj aftera
Protracted economic and social battle, but poverty nevertheless persists as a multifaceted
and hever-ending issue. Today, a variety of social, economic, and political aspects are
“Onsidered when evaluating poverty. India’s economic structure has grown, yet poverty 1S
SUll a serioug problem. Although the epidemic has caused a global health and economic

Saster, millions of people throughout the world have been forced into poverty, and Indl;a
. ot been an exception to this, the issue of extreme poverty has bef:Il reporteq to. “
'Minishing in India. The Indian Constitution was written with the intention of eradicating
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respectively), and claimed that 454 million people, 0T 2©:

below the poverty line _
' : . overty,
. The country’s growing pﬂpulatlon is causing P

impoverished group of people, because 1 e eing created in the country to
the country’s economic progress. There aren

accommodate the quantity of people 1iv_ing_there. L in the cost £ basic goods.
Another factor in the country’s continuing poverty 1S 111

ve i stem and unequal
[n a nation where thousands of people already live In povert}cfij ﬂiien(;asl;[zl?gy hich dep r?ves
economic distribution ~ontinue to exacerbate poverty, gender q s

women in soclety. | _
Additionally, especially in the unorganized sector of the workforce, unskilled workers

are paid far less than the quantity of work they do. We will exami_ne the reasons for and
methods by which the Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated poverty in the nation.

Constitutional and statutory initiatives to reduce poverty

The impoverished have a right to equality and dignity. |

:[The rights of its citizens are firmly established by the Indian Constitution, which also
<erves as a binding legal document. In the eyes of the law, everyone, rich or poor, must be

treated equally. The Indian Constitution states the rights that are available to all population,
‘ncluding all of the poor people in the nation, in Articles 14 and 21.

According to Article 14[10], everyone should be treated equally in identical situations,
both in terms of advantages granted and o_bligations placed upon them. According to Article
14, the state must “provide equal protection of the law” and must not “deny to any people,
equality before the law

Right to education, work and pay:

[n order to eradicate poverty from th:::: nation, education of the nation’s children, youns
people, and women must come _ﬁrst. Wlthoyt education, a nation cannot flourish and 1tS
hances of cnqlng Qoverty are slim. The Indian Constitution has changed over time in this
regard, taking 1t seriously for the country’s growth and the abolition of poverty.

The provision of free education up to the age of 14 was included in Article 45 of the

Declaration of Human Rights, which is where the right to education was first mentioned 5
, directive concept rather tha; a3 Ell component of a basic right
he Indian Constitution Article 14 forbids discrimination. - .
il . slementation of the article, the cog imination and all discriminatory [aw
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violation of Article 14

.anstitute arbitrariness.

" The court has ﬁllﬁ_l}' applied Article 21 possible. and as a result. it currently stands as a
;jenificant article detending citizens” human richts. A wide range of rights. including as the
ioht 10 2 good quality of lite, the right to food and shelter. the richt to a livelthood. the nght
o respect and dignity, etc.. are covered bv Article 21.

\WWhen addressing Article 21, the Supreme Court stated that the right to a hife with dignity
-mbraces all o mankind and is one of the more exquisite aspects of human civilization that
nakes life worthwhile.

[n Mohint Jain v. State of Kamnataka. a two-judge Supreme Court panel considered whether
the right to education should be considered a fundamental right. The court implied that
under Article 21, the term “life™ should include education because it is the comerstone for
snsuring and promoting a good and dignified life.

In addition to guaranteeing the right to education. Article 41 of the Constitution also
mentions the right to work. Additionally, Article 39 expressly and specifically calls on the
state to direct policies tor upholding principles like “Equal rights of men and women to
adequate means of livelihood.™ Men and women should receive equal compensation for
equivalent work. It 1s crucial to realize at this point that in order to lift the nation out of
poverty, all cinzens—including women—will need to find employment. The nation won't
become better 1if women are denied access to education and employment.

The primary goal of this article 1s to stop sex-based discrimination in the workplace.
Equal wealth distribution should be taken into consideration when tryving to reduce poverty.

Right to Food. Livelihood and Housing:

According to the Supreme Court, the “right to livelihood™ 1s a part of the night to lite
protected by Article 21. In Olga Tellies, a case where pavement dwellers resisted being
evicted from their home by the Bombay Municipality Corporation, the court argued that
since no one can survive without the means of subsistence that constitute the right to livelthood.
the right to livelihood is a natural outgrowth of the right to lite. The Supreme Court ruled in
the case of Shantisar Builders vs. Narayan Khimlal Totame . that the right to lite 1s guaranteed
In every civilized society and that this would also include the right to tood, clothing, a decent
environment. and a reasonable place to live. These are human rights because they will support
his development in all areas, including physically. mentally, and intellectually.

In numerous other decisions. the court found that Article 19(1)(d) and Article 21°s
provisions of the rieht to shelter also included an equal protection of the right to residency
and settlement for all people. In Chameli Sigh v. State of UP, the court concluded that the
right to shelter encompasses clean surroundings, clear air and water, power, and other
Municipal amenities because it is not just for the protection ot hus lite but also for the possibility
tor him to grow.

Is poverty a violation of Human Rights? Challenges of eradicating poverty and the
way forward:’

India has a long history of having many different religions and civilizations, but according
0 the Indian Constitution. the legal system views all people as being equal and views society
432 one organic whole. However, if we examine the operational components of’ Indian culture,
It becomes clear how distinctions are established between individuals. For instance, the
Caste system in India is not a recent problem. In Indian civilization, clean and polluted persist

" addition to a system of high and low.

and as a result. any law that discriminates against the poor will
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health and that of their families, according '
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Conclusion o |
India made sluggish but steady progress towards olobalization after the 1991 economic

reforms were put into place, yet despite its quick growth e}nd development, the country still
has an unacceptably high level of poverty. Since the meetings of the Constituent Assemb}y,
through the five-year plan, and into the current Millennium Development Goals, the necessity
to eradicate poverty in the nation has been the objective.

The pandemic-related lockdown has worsened unemployment, food insecurity, and
healthcare system insufficiency throughout the nation in unthinkable ways. The epidemic

has also caused difficulties in the nation’s educational system, which has left room for
additional declines in the country’s progress.

The only option to end the persistent poverty in the nation is to adhere to the Millennium
Development Goals and maintain economic growth.
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